>
The search for God begins
long before religion

EVERYONE IS SEARCHING FOR

Although many people say they do not believe in God, very few can say they have never
thought about Him. He appears when life hurts, when injustice angers us, when success
feels empty, or when the unavoidable question arises:

What is all this for? That restlessness is not born in the church; it is born in the human heart.

T Today it 1s common to hear that God is Others imagine Him as so distant that, even if He exist-
merely an idea created by human beings, ed, He would have nothing to do with daily life. The

: Bible does not present God in that way. It does not de-
or an impersonal force that moves the

; ; 3 § scribe Him as a theory or a faceless energy, but as
universe without any interest in us. someone who makes Himself known, who gets in-

volved, and who seeks relationship.

Many people do not
reject God, but rather the
distorted 1mage they have
of Him.

A harsh, punishing, or contradictory God. The biblical
vision presents something very different: a God who
loves deeply. who is truly just and does not overlook
evil, but who also does not abandon human beings
when they fail. He is neither a cold judge nor an indul-

gent figure who allows everything. He is trustworthy,
setting boundaries because He cares about who we are

and who we can become.

This way of being is made especial-
ly clear in Jesus.

In Him, God stops being a distant idea and becomes close.
He does not speak from above, but from within life itself.
He approaches the wounded. the confused. the doubter,
and the one who has failed. He does not force belief, but in-

vites people to look, to listen, and to decide.

That is why the Bible
does not begin by
trying to convince,
but by showing.

It shows a God who acts. who creates. who

speaks. and who draws near. A God who
leaves traces in the world and also in

human experience. He cannot be confined

~ to formulas, but neither does He hide. He

L Wl reveals Himself in a simple and constant
‘8 way, so that anyone who wants to look can

do s0.

To seek God, then, is not to stop
thinking or to deny science.

It is to dare to consider that life may not be only the
product of chance, and that our need for meaning is not an

accident. It is to recognize that perhaps we are not alone,
and that behind what is visible there is Someone who
wants to be known.

This lesson does not seek to impose a belief, but to open a possibility: that the God the Bible speaks
of 1s not a religious concept, but a real, close, and transforming presence. If that God exists and has
made Himself known, then the most important question is not whether we believe in Him... but
whether we are willing to know Him.




